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OF THE 


SELECTMEN 


AND OTHER TOWN OFFICERS OF 


beaNGVDON, N. hh. 


INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


PNVeARCE 1, 1885. 


BELLOWS FALLS, VERMONT. 
TIMES STEAM BOOK AND JOB PRINTING OFFICE. 
1885. 


OF THE 


Sea LT MEN 


AND OTHER TOWN OFFICERS OF 


LANGDON, N. H. 
INCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTER, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


MARCHE 1, 1885. 


BELLOWS FALLS, VERMONT. 
TIMES STEAM Book AND JOB PRINTING OFFICE. 
1885. 


SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Value of real estate taxed, 
105 polls, 
183 horses, 
2 mules and asses, 
42 oxen, 
211 cows, 
229 other neat stock, 
1385 sheep, 
46 hogs, 
7 carriages, 


Stock in public funds, 


Stock in banks, 


_ Money on hand or at interest, 


Stock in trade, 
3 mills, 
31 dogs, 


Total valuation, 


=: Te ASSESSMENTS. 


State tax, 
County tax, 
Town tax, 
School tax, 


$187,254 
10,000 
14,273 
50 
3,096 
7,022 
6,338 
8,748 
403 
595 
1,150 
8,300 
20,355 
1,675 
1,200 
34 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$265,993 00 


$604 00 
648 69 
200 00 
700. 00 


$2152 69 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 2, 1885.. 


By cash in treasury March 1, 1884, 
R. Huntoon, damage by dogs, 
School money from Charlestown, 
Savings bank tax, } 
Literary fund, 
Bounty from the state, 
in part payment in the Condon law suit, 
Taxes of 1884, ; 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
To eash paid state tax, 
county tax, 
on orders, 


To cash in the treasury March 2, 1885, 


$239 05 
5 00 
5 00 
733 93 
36 96 
26 20 
200 00 
2246 38 


a 


$3492 52 


$604 00 
648 69 
1811 56 
$3064 25 
428 27 


$8492 52 


SAMUEL KING, Treasurer. 


Balance on state tax, $129.93. 
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EXPENDITURES. 
TOWN OFFICERS. 


Daniel P. Davis, selectman for 1883, 
Almon E. Clark, 4 

Henry Prentiss, 3 2 

Mary 8. Prentiss, superintending school committee, 
_ Henry Prentiss, town clerk, 

T. B. Fish, collector, 

Samuel King, town treasurer, 

Jarvis C. Walker, sexton, 

Frank R. Bates, af 

Thomas Winch, supervisor, eS and 1884, 
Martin Bascom, ‘ S 
Fred 8. Bundy, “ is vs 
Roswell Huntoon, supervisor, part of 1884, 
Charles Winch, auditor, 


SCHOOLS. 


Dist. No. 1, C. G. Marshall, committee, 
2, Ira Davidson, 
3, J. W. Holden, . 
4, R. H. Wheeler, = 
5, D. P. Davis, ‘ 


Wetherbee, Angier and Lufkin, share paid Alstead, 
Whitney and Bates, share paid Charlestown, 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
~G. P. Dickey, snow bill, 

Deets bundy, * 

H. E. Smith, snowing bridge, 


x 
CO 
“i 


FH 


0) 00 
0 00 
26 00 
25 00 
23 00 
20 00° 
20 00 
10 00 
10 00 
7 00 
4 80 
2 O00) 
1 50 


$266 67 


W. P. Davis, snow bill, 

E. H. Whitney and H. A. Bates, snow bill, 
John Condon, snow bill, 

J. W. Holden, “ e and fixing snow fence, 
J. H. Daggett, “ sh 

Carlos J. Fifield, snow bill 

Charles G. Marshall, do., 

L. F. Smith, repairing bridge, 

J. P. Foresta!l, bridge timber and plank, 
Benj. Sartwell, bridge plank, 

Rh. H. Wheeler, work on road, 


Frank Parker, : ¢ 
H. M. Holden, snow bill, 
C. J. Davis, = “ 
O. D. Cummings, “ ; 
I. P. Smith, a # 


Rees Bascom, “‘ 
A. M. Jefts, bridge plank, 

J.D. Holmes, “ = 

F. R. Bates, - ie 

N. L. Kennedy, work on road, 

C. J. Davis, work on road and repairing sluice, 

Selectmen, repairing bridge and work on road, 

John L. Palmer, housing scrapers and fixing wall, 

Henry Wiley, snow bill 1884 and 1885, 

NiO. Marving ... +“ ‘ 

T. & C. Winch, “ es 

E. D. Smith, APM, 

R. E. Angier, 4 ty 

L. G. Hill, ; ; 

G. R. Holden,  “ i 

C. J. Davis, snowing bridge snow bill, 
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16 50 


aN 
co bh CO 
Ga rQat ae 


pps 
H “T bo CO 

es — R © 

Oo = © bo 


m Co OO O1W SI 
Ow co 
Oo Ot ee 


00 


7 


PAUPERS. 
Support of Condon family, $312 14 
Support of M. J. Clark, . - 31 07 
343 21 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
E. M. Smith, insuring town house, $12 50 
G. H. H. Silsby & Son, blank books, | 1 90 
Lovell and Bellows court expenses on Condon ease, 88 00 
A. N. Swain, printing reports 1884, — 14 50 
F. H. Howe, printing 500 tax bills, 1 00 
Thomas Winch, check lists, 2 00 
T. B. Fish, I. B. Newman’s highway tax worked, 2 90 
T. B. Fish, non-resident highway tax worked, 7 55 
L.G. Hill, care town hall, 5 65 
Dr. Carl A. Allen, returning births, 50 
Selectmen, bounty, ; 59 90 
A. P. Fish, repairing settees, 3 00 
$199 40 
RECAPITULATION. 

Town officers, $266 67 
Schools, 753 46 
Highways and bridges, 248 83 
Paupers, ’ . A tep A! 
Miscellaneous, 199 40 
State tax, 604 00 
County tax, 648 68 


$3064 26 
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ASSETS. 
Cash in treasury March 2, 1885, $428 27 
Taxes of 1884 uncollected, 16 47 
Taxes of 1880 ‘ 2 99 
Maynard and Dinsmore note, 200 00° 
Bounty due from the state, 33 70 
$681 43 
INDEBTEDNESS. 

Outstanding accounts, estimated, 150 00 
Balance in favor of the town, $531 438 


DANIEL P. DAVIS, ) Selectmen 
JOHN S. WALKER, | of 
CHAS. A. HOLDEN, ) Langdon. 


The undersigned Auditor, chosen by the town of Langdon 
to examine the accounts of the officers of said town, hereby cer- 
tifiesthat I attended to the duties assigned me, and find the 
accounts of the said officers properly cast and balanced, and with 
proper vouchers therefor. 

Auditor of Accounts 
CHARLES WINCH, for the 
j Town of Langdon. 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


For THE YEAR Enpine Marcu 1, 1885. 


Number of terms of schools, 10; whole number of weeks of’ 
school, 106; number of children between the ages of five and fif- 
teen years not attending any school, 4; number of children be- 
tween the ages of five and fifteen years, as reported by the select 
men, 53 ; boys, 23 ; girls, 30 ; number of different scholars in act- 
ual attendance, as reported by the teachers, 59; boys, 29; girls, 
30 ; average daily attendance in all the schools, 43 ; percentage of 
- daily attendance in all the schools, 92; largest number of scholars 
in any school, 14; smallest, 8 ; number of tardinesses, 177 ; num- 
ber of days of non-attendance, including both “ non-membership ” 
and “ other absences,” 758. 


Total amount of expenditures, $759.41 ; average cost of teach- 
ers’ wages and miscellaneous expenses for each enrolled scholar, 
~ $12.39; amount of school money unexpended, $47.25; largest 
amount of miscellaneous expenses in any district, $24.27 ; small- 
est, $11. 


Names of teachers employed: District No. 1, Miss E. Corinne 
Holden, Miss Agnes E. Partridge ; Dist. No. 2, Miss Juliette A, 
Osgood ; Dist. No. 3, Miss Achsah M. Morrison, Miss Alice L. 
Anderson ; Dist. No. 4, Miss Emma E. Leach, Miss Lela R. Roun- 
dy ; Dist. No. 5, Miss Lenna J. Dickey. 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Names of pupils who have not been absent or tardy during 
the entire year: District No. 1, Edith G. Holden, Etta M. Hol- 


10 
den, Allen K. Holden, Floyd M. Rugg ; Dist. No. 5, Etta M. Da- 


Vis. 


Names of pupils who have not been absent or tardy for an 


entire term: District No. 1, Gertrude E. Marshall, Sadie S. King 
Charlie H Cram, Willie J. King, Marshall A. Currier; Dist. No. 
2, Marion P. Davidson, Elton W. Winch ; Dist. No. 3, Willie B 
Holden, Sherman N. McQuaide, Della C. Walker; Dist. No. 4, 
Georgia A. Leach, Herbert Knight ; Dist. No. 5, Eva E. Dayis, 
Leonard J. Davis, Estella E. Brackett, Bridget E. Meany. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Some schools have not been quite all that could be desired ; 
some scholars haye annoyed their teachers unnecessarily ; some 
have neglected their opportunities ; and a few who might have 
accomplished much for themselves during the winter term, after 
a few weeks withdrew entirely. Last year there were seventy- 
eight instances of tardiness ; this year there are one hundred and 
seventy-seven —an increase of more than one hundred per cent. 
As every tardy mark represents a loss to the scholar, this increase 
should be checked at once. The non-attendance aggregating sey- 
en hundred and fifty-eight days, is very large. It was so last year, 
and there is no improvement this year. Undoubtedly, some of it 
was unavoidable. Little children cannot walk long distances or 


through deep snow in cold weather ; older scholars are sometimes — 


kept at home to work ; some are detained by sickness, but, mak- 
ing allowance for all these, the non-attendance should be much 
less than it is. We pay a large tax for our schools, and our schol- 
arsshould have the largest benefit that can bederived from it. It is 
easy to see why children and youth, who love play and hate work, 
and cannot understand or dread the limitations by which an igno- 
rant man or woman must be hedged in through life, should be 
willing to be absent from school often, if possible ; but it is certain- 
ly one of the anomalies of what is called “ business,’ that men 
should so willingly and promptly pay so much money for a pur- 


pose, and then just as prom pela and willingly neglect to take the. 


“ for value received.” 
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We still have to regret that our teachers do not attend the 
institutes which have been provided by the legislature for their 
improvement. Last year only one attended ; this year, not one. 
These institutes are held yearly in different towns of the respect- 
ive counties of the state, and continue in session about four days. 
They are conducted by the best representatives of the profession, 
and afford teachers an opportunity to meet for acquaintance and 
consultation at a trifling cost. Two have been held in this county 
—one at Newport and one at Claremont. The railroad compa- 
nies, hotel keepers, and citizens generously reduced their rates, 
and welcomed all who came. Our state superintendent, in his 
report of the sessions held last year, congratulates the state upon 
their success. He says: ‘The inconveniences and sacrifices to 
which our teachers have subjected themselves to secure the advan- 
tages of the institutes, the eagerness to learn, and the interest man- 
ifested by the public in the exercises, have been a source of unex- 
pected gratification and encouragement.” The total attendance 
of teachers in all the counties of the state, for the first year, was 
seven hundred and nineteen, and the expense nearly fourteen hun- 
dred dollars. We, as citizens of the state, are entitled to our share 
of the benefit of this outlay, but have not received it, through 
neglect. Such neglect ofan opportunity brought so near, and 
provided at so little cost to the teacher, is unwarrantable. Teach- 
ers are necessarily somewhat isolated, and particularly so in our 
country district schools where they are comparatively ‘few and 
far between.” From the nature of their work, they are liable to 
become opinionated. Some of them have come to it directly from 
the district school, where, possibly and probably, they have not 
received very thorough instruction themselves. Such must have 
limited views and faulty methods, an | need help and inspiration 
from others who have larger experience and better methods. We 
hope that, next year, prudential committees and parents will 
encourage and urge our teachers to attend the institutes. 

But there are things to be reported which are not to be 
regretted. Our teachers for the year have been unusually schol- 
arly and well qualified in respect to education. This is especial- 
ly gratifying, for there is no denying that, ordinarily, our schools 
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suffer much from the incapacity of teachers. This year, however, 
we have had, for the most part, good instruction. Our scholars 
also have, with few exceptions, been obedient and studious and 
have improved somewhat in their manners and appearance, both in 
and out of school hours. The school rgoms have, asa general thing, 
been kept neat and tily, and their furniture and belongings have 
not been injured beyond the necessary wear and tear. Fair, and 
in some instances, quite noticeable progress has been made in their 
studies pursued. The winter terms of districts No. 1 and 4 deserve 
especial mention for the good feeling manifested and the hard 
work done. Atthe examination in Dist. No. 4, which was excel- 
lent, books were entirely laid aside by both teacher and pupils, 
the topics for each class being written upon slips of paper and 
drawn at random by the scholar. This school, however, has suf- 
fered great loss in not having the use of its blackboard, its surface 
having become so smooth and glossy that the crayon makes no 
mark at all upon it. Other blackboards also need repairing. - 
Cannot some man who knows how, be employed to examine them 
all and put them in order? School money used for this purpose 
could not be more profitably expended. In Districts No. 2 and 
5, the same teachers were employed throughout the year. ‘This 
was an obvious advantage. Written reviews have been made 
from time to time in some schools, with good results. New charts 
have been purchased in Districts No. 3 and 4, partly by sub- 
scription and partly by an appropriation from the school funds, 
and now all our school houses are furnished with suitable wall 
maps. The school registers have all been returned this year, 
fully and accurately filled out—a thing wnich has occurred only 
once In seven years. 


Respectfully submitted, 
M.S. PRENTISS, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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